Notes of the Parent Carer Voice Meeting 13th April


Apologies: Michelle Baillon, Cathy Hayes, Nick Baker, Sue Black 

Notes taken by Jacqui Bremner   
Children with disabilities review 

Maria Hardy attended for this item to feedback from the review about progress being made towards the recommendations. Maria tabled a set of recommendations which we will post on the website for further comment. The review has had problems in coming to a common definition of the meaning of disabilities/complex needs and therefore concluding what the level of need is within the population. However using a rule of thumb as suggested by the Thomas Coram research the numbers of disabled children for Herefordshire are between 1,100 and 1,980. There are 1,600 children with statements of educational need. The review did not have in its scope CAMHS due to the mental health services procurement, special schools, safeguarding and hospital based services. All of these will be in review at a later date. Information about needs can be found in the JSNA (Joint Strategic Needs Assessment) on the Herefordshire Council website. 

The review now needs to start work on a shared definition and vision of what services should be providing and coproduction of specifications that are clear about how services are to be provided.

Maria will be setting up a Focus Group including parent carers to help write the specifications based on the shared vision.

Notes of the last meeting 
Short breaks database has changed its name to shortbreaks! 

Jacqui met with Richard Aird and HCS will become a corporate member of the Trust

Group welcomed the change of meeting day back to Fridays and advertising for new members.
Opening of play area 

Some discussion about the state or preparation of the area – unfortunately there has been some graffiti in the play park but hopeful this will be erased soon. Sue looking for a volunteer to help out with the organisation of the opening event.

HLDT

Heather and Sally gave their feedback on the opening event. Jacqui confirmed that HCS had joined as a corporate member to ensure that resources and energy are pooled e.g. the shortbreads website and leisure opportunities information needs to be coordinated. HCS might be able to offer parent training/befriending services to parents.

Newsletter         

Appears to be offering a good source of information, and combined as one doesn’t impede this. Would like to make sure that information is still coordinated with Parent in Partnership.

Parent Participation network

Sheridan fedback from last Regional meeting. Felt that the Herefordshire Forum compares well to the other regional Forums and encouraged others to attend to see what is gong on elsewhere in the Country.
Green Paper consultation

Janet is going to email a condensed version for easy read for us to distribute.

Sheridan informed people about the Carers Charter and the hope that this would set down a set of quality markers that providers could use to monitor themselves against. Maria was asked as a commissioner if it could be included in contracts, which she felt would be a good idea. We need to keep her posted about this work as it progresses. 

AOB

There is a further £10k for the Forum to spend on participation this year and possibility of £10k for activities. Jacqui will wait for written confirmation so that the Forum can plan its activities through the year but have already committed to a consultation event in June as a follow up to the Review.
Action: The Forum to identify a volunteer(s) to join the group.  


              Maria to email consultation document for posting on the website and    


             to start a dialogue with Carers about the recommendations.


             The Forum in conjunction with the Focus group to facilitate an event 


             late June as part of the consultation.





Confirmed opening of playground is now on the Sat 18th –action - Sue/Heather to check if Marches Family network able to bring children  


Agreed to send out the disability survey.-action- Sue





Future Agenda Items  


Green paper – new invitation to be issued to Les Knight


Plans for participation activities against the £10k


Organising the June event 


Discussion on the review recommendations


6 month review of the information audit


Feedback from the sports questionnaire


Play park opening


Heather agreed to Chair the next meeting in Sheridan’s absence.


Hopeful that we will be introducing new members to the Forum


Date of next Parent Carer Voice Meetings:


	10 am on Friday 20th May 2011 at the Kindle Centre


	10 am on Friday 8th July 2011 at the Kindle Centre 
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