Parent Carer Voice 

Notes of meeting held 03/03/11 

Venue: Kindle Centre, Hereford


Present: 

Michelle Baillon (Chair for the day), Heather Pyne and Annette Blyth
In Attendance: 

Jacqui Bremner, Director HCS; Cathy Hayes, HCS Parent Carer Support; Sue Black, HCS Parent Participation
Apologies: Nick Baker, Sally Booton, Sheridan Butterfield, Janet Fleuchar and Caroline Madge
Agenda Item 2
Notes of 27 January 2011 meeting and matters arising 
Short Breaks Database

Michelle is now updating the Short Breaks database, now accessed from the PCSB&A tab on the home webpage.  It was agreed that schools should only be included if they are offering out of hours activities.  Universal service providers’ information can go on the database.  Provider to be contacted to ask if they are ok to go on it and asked about their procedures such as discounts, ID requirements, need to phone in advance.  There is a FAQ section to explain more about how the site works.
Agenda Item 3
Parent Carer Issues –agree future work plan 
The revised Parent Carer Issues tracking document was discussed.  A large number of issues are awaiting results of the Review of Services for Children with Disabilities.  Children’s Services have already been through a lot of changes but more may be on the way.  
Jacqui explained that the creation of the Integrated Care Organisation (ICO) has meant lots of changes to services within Herefordshire.  Jacqui then outlined the structure of the ICO, (soon to be called the Wye Valley Health and Social Care Trust - see diagram but please note this is not an official document. The new structures will have implications for the Disabled Childrens Services  Review.
Another factor to consider is the introduction of Personal Budgets, eligibility criteria and the creation of a market in social care providers.  These will all have an impact on what help is available for Parent Carers.


Agenda Item 4 
Carers Week, opening of play area 17June 2011 
Herefordshire Council have agreed to pay for the opening of the ‘Play Park for All’ from the Aiming High fund.  This will be in June during Carers Week.   One of the aims of Aiming High which has been supported by Parent Carer Voice is to encourage  universal services to be more inclusive and this marks a big step forward for Herefordshire.  
Susan requested that a group of parents help to plan the opening of the event.  Parent Carers were very happy that work had begun on this play area but thought Friday during term time was wrong and that Saturday 18 June would be better. 

Agenda Item 6 
Disability Network (sports)
At the January meeting of PCV, Nick Baker asked the Forum to work with Herefordshire Council to try to increase the range of accessible sports that children with a disability could enjoy.   Jacqui explained that she would have to leave the meeting presently to go to the meeting of the Disability Sports Partnership where she would share the Monmouth Sports Questionnaire that Caroline had kindly forwarded.
Parents had a look at the Monmouthshire Sports Questionnaire and thought that it would be  good to repeat the survey in Herefordshire and use this information to lobby for more provision.  There is still funding left from the Aiming High participation grant to do this.

Agenda Item 5
ASD Consultation for Strategic Transitions group
 The report was noted and discussed.  Need to make sure that there is enough support for parents and training for all teachers on how to handle behavioural problems. This is an area in which  the Parent Carers currently being trained as trainers,  could offer their expertise.    

Agenda Item 7
ICO Provider locality boards – discussion
Forum members noted the structure but felt that their priority in working with the ICO was through the Carers Charter rather  than get involved in Locality Boards for the ICO at the present.  

Agenda Item 8 
Herefordshire Learning Disability Trust
The Herefordshire Learning Disability Trust is being set up by Barscourt School to fundraise and campaign to improve outcomes for Children and Young People with a Disability and their families.  The HLDT has identified similar concerns to those recognised by Parent Carer Voice.  

Agenda Item 9
Any other business
We need to open the Parent Carer Voice Forum to more parents.  

Agenda Item 10
Dates and agenda items for future meetings
It was agreed that:


Personalisation be added as issue of High importance to the Parent Carer Issue document


Maria Hardy, Children’s Commissioner, to be invited to next meeting 13 April 2011


Maria Hardy has confirmed she will come to Wed 13 April 2011 meeting and


Mark Watson, Programme Manager for Personalisation, to explain what changes mean for Parent Carers





Susan to see if King George V Playing Fields are free on Saturday 18 June 2011.


Opening will now be on Saturday 18 June 2011


Request for Parent Carers to help organise opening of Play Park at next meeting




















7.00 pm on Wednesday 13 April 2011 at Aylestone Court Hotel





10 am on Friday 20 May 2011 at the Kindle Centre





10 am on Friday 8 July at the Kindle Centre.





Concerns were raised about the whether people would know what PCSB&A was.  Can anyone think of a better short name for the link?





Jacqui to go to Disability Sports network and report back at next meeting


Survey to be edited to reflect Herefordshire localities and Aiming High funding


Survey to be sent out quickly if possible so that results can inform opening of Play Area for All in June


Sports Survey to be circulated with these minutes for comment





Les Knight be invited to next meeting of Parent Carer Voice to report back on what actions would be put in place to address issues identified.


Les will come to meeting on 13 April if he is able.





Need to make sure that there are good links between the Adult Carer representatives on the ICO and Parent Carers.





Jacqui to meet up with Richard Aird


Susan to attend launch of the Trust on 17 March 2011 





Meetings to be moved back to Friday as this day seemed to suit more people.  Advertise the Forum in next newsletter.
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